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That They May Know YOU 
“And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”  John 17:3 
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SEMINARY GRADUATIONS 

On 25 November 2018, 29 men and women graduated from Martin Luther Seminary, where we live and teach in Lae, 

Papua New Guinea.  It is always a festive day with dancers leading the procession, smiling students dressed in their gowns 

and the campus full with family and friends who have come to witness this blessed event.  The men will become pastors in 

the Lutheran churches here while the women will serve as coordinators of Sunday schools or women’s ministries. Pictured 

below left are two from the Gutnius Lutheran Church, our partner church, who received degrees.  Allen will return in 2019 to 

work on his Bachelor’s in Theology.  Nispel received her BTh, the first GLC woman to do so, and hopes to serve as a Women’s 

Coordinator in her home area.  Please pray with us: Lord, thank You for the hard work that the staff and students did to 

bring the students to this point in their lives.  Guide and lead them now as they serve in Your church here in PNG.  

May they be faithful, courageous and full of Your love and Spirit as they teach and preach about Jesus!  Amen!    
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On 13 December 2018, we were also privileged to witness the graduation of students from Timothy Lutheran Seminary in 

Birip, Enga Province, where we once lived (1987-1993).  On that day, eight (8) men received their certificates showing that 

they had completed their education and were ready for calls to serve as pastors in the Gutnius Lutheran Church.  All of them 

received calls, too, to places like Tarua, Lake Kopiago and Wapenamanda.  They will serve in very rural conditions, often 

without electricity and with minimal pay.  But, they will serve willingly because they want to preach the Gospel and administer 

the Sacraments!  Join us in praying for them, too:  Lord, You taught us to pray for laborers for Your harvest field.  These 

eight men have answered that call!  Please keep them and their families safe.  Bless their work so that many more 

will be strengthened in their faith and others will come to know You as their Savior.  Amen! 
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Your continued, generous and faithful support are both necessary and a blessing to us and those with whom we live and work.  Your 

gifts can be directed to: Mission Central (40718 Highway E-16, Mapleton, IA  61034/ https://missioncentral.us/matro) or the       

LCMS (PO Box 66861, St. Louis, MO 63166/https://www.lcms.org/matro) 
 

        Check out the NEW website for missions! 

            https://International.lcms.org 

             Read stories about LCMS missions and missionaries! 


