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Papua New Guinea (PNG) recognizes August 27 as the National Day of Repentance.  It is a day in which this Christian nation 

confesses their sin and prays to God for forgiveness and blessings.  This year, together with 

the Gutnius Lutheran Church (GLC), the LCMS missionaries in PNG introduced two 

documents that we pray become very important to the mission and ministry of the GLC. 

This took place at Timothy Lutheran Seminary, where we lived and worked when we were 

here from 1985-1993. 

 

The first document is not a new document at all.  It is Luther’s 

“95 Theses” that he nailed to the door of the Castle Church in 

Wittenberg on 31 October 1517.  But a new translation into Tok Pisin, a lingua franca here in 

PNG, was needed and prepared and presented to a group of over 200 pastors and laypersons 

who assembled at Timothy Seminary.  Because Martin Dicke, who spear-headed the project, 

was home for his mother’s funeral, Larry was invited to introduce it. This document can be 

instrumental in getting this church back to the Gospel.  Finger-pointing and insincere confession is rampant here.  But, as 

Luther wrote, “He (Jesus) called for the entire life of believers to be one of penitence.”  We are praying for this here! 

 

The second document is the more important and critical one, however.   It is called, “A Statement of Faith Against False 

Sanguma Beliefs.”    Sanguma is a recent and deadly epidemic in the area where we have been working for 70 years.   

Basically, it is the belief that all bad events (death, sickness, failed gardens, etc.) can be traced to the influence of an “evil 

    spirit” (sanguma).  The host (often women, but sometimes children and men), is unaware that  

    they have a sanguma.  Sorcerers are sought to disclose the infected person who is then     

    tortured, interrogated and often killed.   (The picture is of Miifla who was accused, tortured  

    and killed in 2015.)   In essence this is an excuse for men to abuse women and gain notoriety.   

 

                                               To add to this tragedy, local pastors are often silent or complicit when these accusations and 

                                               torture are taking place!  So, the LCMS missionaries here came up with a statement that  

confesses the Christian Faith while attacking the false beliefs and practices of sanguma.   (If interested, we will email you 

a copy.)   Anton Lutz gave an impassioned introduction to the statement, challenging the pastors to study it and take a 

stand against it.   We are praying that the pastors were moved to take a stand for the truth! 

 

The third activity of the day involved the passing out of free books!  Those in attendance were given 

copies of the “The 95 Theses” and “A Statement Against Sanguma.”    They were also given copies of 

Luther’s Large Catechism and a Bible Story book, both recently published for us by Lutheran Heritage 

Foundation with support from the PNG Mission Society.  The pastors are eager for books because what 

does exist here is either expensive, hard to find or from another theological perspective.  

 

Larry was glad that he attended, although it was a quick trip and time away from his students at Martin Lutheran Seminary.  

We could not do ANY of this without your support and prayers!  The Lord uses YOU to encourage and support us.  Thank 

you so very, very much!  God bless you!    

                   Your gifts for this work can be sent to:                                            
Mission Central   LCMS 

40718  Highway E-16 OR P.O. Box 66861 

Mapleton, IA  61034  St. Louis, MO  63166 

https://missioncentral.us/matro https://lcms.org/matro 
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