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One of the priorities for LCMS mission work is to, “Plant, sustain, revitalize Lutheran churches.”  In the early decades of 
LCMS work in PNG, churches were started at an almost feverish rate.  Today, there is both church planting and 
revitalization going on.  This newsletter is dedicated to the “planting” of Jordan Lutheran Church, a new congregation of 
our partner church here in PNG, The Gutnius Lutheran Church.  

At one time there had been a Lutheran congregation in the area that was a member of the other Lutheran entity in PNG, 
but it adopted some non-Lutheran practices and was “put under discipline.”  So, for some 
years, there was no orthodox Lutheran presence in the area.  A year or so ago, the 
Lutheran Circuit Pastor and some faithful members wanted to 
replant a Lutheran congregation in the area and looked to the 
Gutnius Lutheran Church to assist them.  This was followed by 
some planning meetings and Bible studies.  A plot of land was 
also given for the church building, a school classroom and 
pastor’s house and garden.     

During the week of 25-30 June 2018, the community gathered for Bible studies, baptisms, 
confirmations and the dedication of the new classroom and 
church.  What a festive week it was, too!  I (Larry) was invited 
to attend the dedication of the church on 30 June.  While the 
drive there was brutal and long, the worship service and other 
festivities were a real blessing to participate in and witness.   They were especially 
grateful to receive books (printed by Lutheran Heritage Foundation) that will help them 
with the Kindergarten and other teaching opportunities.  

One of the more memorable experiences I had was the greeting given to me by some of the women of 
the congregation.  I posted the video, “Jiwaka Greeting” (only 16 seconds long) on our blog 
(https://matropnglife.wordpress.com) because words cannot describe adequately what the joyful 
greeting sounded like.   I also posted a few more pictures of that trip there, too. 

Please keep Jordan Lutheran Church in your prayers as they begin to gather around Word and Sacrament.  Also pray for 
Wahgi Rabis Lutheran Church (see picture right), that will soon be dedicated and begin Word and Sacrament ministry.  
There are some in our partner church that want to see the Gospel go out to even more remote places!  Amen!!! 

The trip back home to Lae was one I will not soon forget.  My Clutch Master Cylinder failed and I was literally stuck “in the 
middle of nowhere” with no phone signal!  But, 100 meters from where my car stopped there was a “mechanic” who had 
actually been trained to do the repair I needed that got me home to Lae!  Thank You, Lord Jesus, for watching out for us 
as we traveled and for planting Your Word at Jordan Lutheran Church.    

Thank you for your partnership in this work.          Please consider a gift for our ministry through:                   

God bless you!!!                                     
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