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“And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”  John 17:3 
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In his letter to the Ephesians Paul wrote, “But now in Christ Jesus you who were once far off have been brought near by 

the blood of Christ.  For He Himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in the flesh the dividing 

wall of hostility…”  (2:14-15, ESV)  While the verses originally applied to Jews and Gentiles in the Church, it has application 

for mission work here in Papua New Guinea where there are over 800 different languages and cultures!   The task of 

bringing people from different cultures and languages together in and under Christ is a “work in progress” here in PNG. 

 

For example, several months ago, we were approached by the Gutnius Lutheran Church (GLC) students attending Martin 

Luther Seminary (MLS) and asked to help them reestablish an outreach to GLC members living in Lae who were not 

attending any church.   (A friend of ours, and former PNG colleague, the now late Rev. Daniel Watato, had started an 

outreach to GLC members living in Lae when he taught at MLS.   But, it did not continue after he returned to his home 

area in 2012.)  I asked, “Why won’t they attend the other Lutheran churches here in Lae?”  They replied, “We don’t know.  

Maybe they don’t want to worship with people they don’t know.  Maybe they don’t like how they worship.”  Not great 

answers.  But, then they said, “They aren’t going to church anywhere and need to hear the Gospel.  Maybe they’ll come 

here.”    They also said that this outreach would eventually give them a chance to use their language in worship before 

they graduate and also serve as a point of communication between them and their home areas. 

 

After getting permission to use the MLS Chapel for this outreach, the first service was held on 5 August 2018.  Several local 

pastors are assisting Larry with preaching and liturgy.  Students are assisting with communication with the community, 

liturgy, music, Bible readings and cleaning and decorating the chapel.  Those attending from the area are only a few in 

number.  But, we think that once the word gets out that services are being held regularly, more will come.   

 

Please pray for this outreach that it would be a place where the Gospel is heard by those who may not otherwise hear 

it.  Pray also for the GLC students who will be talking to their contacts in the area and holding home Bible studies to 

spark more interest in attending the Sunday service.    (Pray also that they will be able to keep up with their studies!)  

Pray also for Larry to be able to take on this task along with his other duties and provide encouragement to the students. 

     

    
   Student Nispel Was        GLC members, students &            Pastor Waresoka 

  preparing flowers for          friends in the MLS Chapel.            giving a blessing 

     Sunday worship.                 (Can you spot Larry?  )                                                                                     after his sermon. 

 

Frank and Nispel (above) informed us that Frank’s brother had a son born at the beginning of August.  In recognition 

of the beginning of this outreach in Lae they both suggested that he name him “Matro.”   

Thank you for your partnership in this work.               Your gifts for this work can be sent to:                   

God bless you!!!                                     

Mission Central   LCMS 

40718  Highway E-16 OR P.O. Box 66861 

Mapleton, IA  61034  St. Louis, MO  63166 

https://missioncentral.us/matro https://lcms.org/matro 

Pastor Larry and Tina Matro 

NEW E-mail: larrytinamatro@gmail.com 
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